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P5/6 Class Newsletter

Monday 9th September 2019
Dear Parents,
Primary 5/6 have settled in well to their new class and are hard working, responsible and friendly pupils!  Below you will find some information about what the pupils will be experiencing and learning over the next term.  I hope you find it useful.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions.
Numeracy & Mathematics
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Mental Agility   
Our mental agility sessions will mainly focus on addition and subtraction this term.  We will learn the best strategies to use to calculate quickly and work on instant recall of + and – facts within 20 and beyond. Pupils have been practising several card games to help with this.  
Number and number processes (place value, addition and subtraction)
P5/6 will continue to extend the range of numbers that they can work with, including 5 and 6 digit numbers and decimals, as well as learning new methods for solving problems.  They will be encouraged to explain their problem solving approaches and solutions with others.  
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This term P5/6 will learn to collect data and display this in a clear way using a suitable scale, by choosing appropriately from an extended range of tables, charts, diagrams and graphs, making effective use of technology.  Pupils will be able to interpret data including reading and retrieving information and drawing conclusions.
Literacy & English
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Reading & Writing

This term, the focus will be on reading and writing for information.  Pupils will read and discuss non-fiction texts as well as improving their writing of instructions, reports and recipes.
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This term, we will look at spelling patterns and spelling rules.  Each week, pupils will analyse words and play active spelling games to learn their word lists.  We will use the terms prefix, suffix and root words when building words. e.g late, relate, relation.
Health & Well being
 We will focus on friendships and personal qualities, our talents and that we are all unique in our Health and Wellbeing activities.
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Mrs Woodhouse teaches P5/6 PE on Tuesdays.  This term the pupils will develop their techniques in ball skills including rugby and football.  Pupils are welcome to keep their PE kits on their cloakroom pegs or in their trays.  We hope to have P.E outdoors this term so coming to school in outdoor trainers on Tuesdays would be helpful.
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  P5/6 Swimming lessons will continue on Thursday afternoons at The Aquadome until November.  As last year, the final session (in November) will include a chance to use the vending machines and further information will be given nearer the time!
Expressive Arts
We are enjoying finding out about the technique of Pointillism in Art.  We are now creating our own designs and these will be shared with you as a Key Assessment Task at the end of Term 1.
Modern Languages   
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This term the focus will be on personal introductions and descriptions, likes and dislikes and classroom instructions.  
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This term, P5/6 will learn simple introductions, feelings and numbers.  The Go Gaelic website has lots of resources to support these topics at their website: https://go-gaelic.scot/topics/
Topic: Weather and Climate

We are enjoying our class reader ‘The Explorer’ by Katherine Rundell.  We will use this as a stimulus to compare weather and climate in Scotland with weather and climate in the Amazon.  We will look at changes in weather patterns and forms of extreme weather. We will take our own weather measurements.
RME

We will learn about the importance of artefacts within Christianity and other World Faiths and how they link with their beliefs and values.
Sciences and Technologies

In Science, we will be investigating plants and lifecycles.  We will look at ecosystems, food chains and webs.  We will look at the different ways seeds can be dispersed and gain understanding of the terms pollinate, germination and photosynthesis.
Homework

Homework will be issued on a Monday to be returned by Thursday.  Each week there will be a minimum of two tasks, usually focused on literacy & numeracy.
Yours sincerely,

Miss Louise MacDonald
P5/6 Class Teacher
